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See Memorial Day, Page 6

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

T
he Friends of the Great 
Falls Freedom Memo-
rial hosted the Memo-
rial Day Ceremony on 

Monday, May 30. The hour-long 
observance honored U.S. service 
members who gave their last full 
measure of devotion to their coun-
try as heroic war dead. In the in-
vocation, Bob Newhall prayed, 
“There is no greater love than this, 
that a man would lay down his 
life for a friend … This morning ,.. 
we commemorate those men and 
women who, over the past two 
and a half centuries … paid the ul-
timate price to gain and secure our 
freedom.”

Keynote speaker Lieutenant 
General (R) David H. Huntoon Jr., 
United States Army, said we pay 
tribute to our fallen United States 
military heroes on Memorial Day. 
They served from Conrad to Bel-
leau Wood, Khe Sanh to Kanda-

Memorial Day Ceremony in Great Falls

Honoring 
the service 
of war dead.

MacPhearson Strassberg, plays “Amazing Grace.”

har, and many other unnamed lo-
cations where time often forgets 
valor and loss. Huntoon spoke of 
a hallowed place of significant to 
him: the American Military Ceme-
tery over the cliffs of Omaha Beach 
in Normandy.

“There, 9,387 Americans from 
our Armed Forces rest in honored 
glory... Another 1,557 are remem-
bered by name on a memorial 
which marks the missing in action 

LTG (R) David H. Huntoon Jr., 
keynote speaker.

Dick Kuntz leads all in the na-
tional anthem.

Laying of the Wreath by BSA Troop 55 (from left) LTG (R) David H. 
Huntoon Jr.; Marlon Dubuisson, District Director for Rep. Gerry Con-
nolly (D-11); Sen. Barbara Favola (D-31); and James (“Jim”) Myles, 
Republican nominee for Virginia’s 11th Congressional District.

Andy Wilson, president of the Great Falls Freedom 
Memorial

People gather for the Memorial Day Ceremony 
at Great Falls Freedom Memorial.

Bob Newhall gives the invocation. BSA Troop 55 of  Great Falls presents the colors.
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From Page 3

Memorial Day Ceremony in Great Falls
 from the Normandy campaigns,” Huntoon said.

To Huntoon, every headstone holds a story of 
sacrifice, loss, courage, and character. The head-
stones speak of “deep camaraderie and shared 
trust of military life.” 

“Trust underwrites many of the stories of val-
or and sacrifice,” Huntoon said. He recalled that 
Section 60 of Arlington Cemetery is the gravesite 
of Specialist Ross McGinnis, killed in Iraq 16 
years ago. Riding in the rear of a Humvee, Mc-
Ginnis tried to deflect a thrown grenade, but it 
fell into the Humvee and lodged between the ra-
dios. No one else in the truck realized where the 
grenade landed.

“So instead of jumping out to save his own 
life, as he was trained to do, McGinnis threw his 
back against the radio mount, smothering the 
explosive with his body. He was killed instantly. 
All four of his fellow soldiers survived,” Huntoon 
said.

For Huntoon, the headstones at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery and the cemetery in Normandy 
tell the meaning of trust and selfless service, a 
commitment to national values, and to each oth-
er. Huntoon thanked those assembled for honor-
ing and remembering the courage of our heroes. 

“Every day, we owe them our recognition of 
the sacred value of their selfless service, and we 
owe our country the same dedication they gave 
to its enduring principles, ” Huntoon said.

Bell Ringing, Andy Wilson reads the names of the “folks 
we remember” who gave their lives as Sara Hilgartner 
rings the bell.

Pledge of Allegiance.

All are welcome. 
 A salute.

FCSB representative Elaine Tholen (Dranesville)
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Vinson Hall Retirement Community

The Sylvestery 
Memory Care Community

The Sylvestery at Vinson Hall Retirement Community strives to ensure that each moment is an 
opportunity for meaning and comfort. The Sylvestery offers round-the-clock dementia care for those 
who are still active but require specialized support for Alzheimer’s or other forms of memory loss.

Every moment is an opportunity.

The Sylvestery’s award-winning, 36-resident community is located just across the street from  
Vinson Hall Retirement Community’s main campus. No military or government affiliation required  
for residence at The Sylvestery.

Call us today to learn more      703-935-1438

SCAN ME

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov




